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Mayor of Mashhad

Thefuturetrajectory of humanity

willbe evaluated by our response

+The Mayor of Mashhad,
Mohammad Reza Ghalandar Sharif,
hasissued an open letterappeal
condemning attacks on civilian
populations in Gaza, Lebanon,and
Iran, warning that continued global
silencerisks legitimizing what he
described as systematic violations of
humanitarian law.

Speaking in connection with
international city diplomacy efforts,
the mayor framed the recent
incident in city of Minab as adefining
testforthe global community’s
commitmentto humanrightsand
civilian protection. His statement
called on cities and governments
worldwide to move beyond rhetoric
and adopt concrete measures
againstentities allegedly linked to
attackson residential infrastructure
and civilian areas.

“The future trajectory of

humanity will be evaluated by our
response,” the statementdeclared,
emphasizing thatindifferencein
the face of civilian suffering would
amount to complicity. The mayor
asserted that “silence fosters
impunity,” arguing thatonly
coordinated international action
canestablish lasting security and
accountability.

Among the most significant
proposals outlined in the statement
was the creation of an International
Urban Solidarity Fund under the
framework of the United Cities

and Local Governments (UCLG).
According to the proposal, the fund
would supportthereconstruction
of schools, housing, and essential
civilianinfrastructure damaged
during conflictsin Gaza, Lebanon,
andlran.The statementalso

called on national governments
participatingin international
municipal forumsto supportarrest
warrantsissued by the International
Criminal Court (ICC) against
individuals accused of ordering
attackson civilian populations.

The mayor described legal
accountability as anindispensable
requirement for preventing future
violence and restoring international
credibility to humanitarian law.

In one of the strongest sections

of the declaration, Mashhad’s
municipal leadership urged

cities across the world to reassess
procurement contracts and sever
commercial ties with defense

manufacturers whose products
havereportedly beenused in attacks
affecting civilian infrastructure.
Companies specifically referenced
included Boeing, Lockheed Martin,
and Rafael Advanced Defense
Systems.

The mayor characterized

such measures not as political
positioning, butas an “ethical
municipal practice” rootedin
humanitarian responsibility and
international conscience. He argued
thatmunicipalities, as the closest
governinginstitutionsto ordinary
citizens, cannotremain passive
while homes, schools, and children
become casualties of geopolitical
conflict.

Mashhad’s statement further
calledfora global coalition of

cities committed tojustice,
humanitarianism, and civilian
protection, urging international
municipal leaders to transform
diplomatic platformsinto
mechanisms for real-world action.
“May Baku be recognized not
merely as avenue for discussing
housing solutions,” the statement
concluded, “butas the turning
point where the protection of
children within theirhomes became
paramount.”

The declaration marks one of the
most directand uncompromising
interventions by anIranian
metropolitan authority in ongoing
regional tensions, signalingan
effort by municipal leadership to
elevate humanitarian accountability
tothe center of international city
diplomacy.
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